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Survey Questions
Impact of COVID-19 on Graduate Students in Canada
The COVID-19 outbreak has impacted all aspects of our lives, leading to the temporary
closure of the university buildings and labs, a shift to online classes, and working from
home, etc. We want to understand how Canadian graduate students are being impacted
by COVID-19, including their graduate studies, and future career plans/prospects, so that
we can launch efforts to better support graduate students.
Cette enquête est disponible en français à http://tiny.cc/COVID19gradsurveyFR
* These questions were mandatory to complete.
º The responses to these questions were not included in the report.
Participation
Participation in this survey is voluntary, and will take up to 10-15 minutes to complete. The
survey works best when taken on a computer, but will also work on your phone or tablet.
This survey will close on Sunday 31st May 2020.
The survey will include questions relating to working from home, health and wellness,
teaching and course requirements, research, funding, and your experiences as a graduate
student during COVID-19. There is no expected psychological risk associated with this
survey, however, some of these topics and questions may be upsetting. For mental health
supports, head to http://tiny.cc/COVIDsupports
For COVID-19 self-assessment, refer to the Government of Canada’s Canada COVID-19
Support App (https://ca.thrive.health/).
You may withdraw your participation from the survey at any point in time. If you wish to
withdraw from this survey after completion, please feel free to get in touch.
By completing this questionnaire, you will directly contribute to a better understanding of
the challenges that Canadian graduate students are currently facing due to COVID-19.
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Data Privacy & Results
Your responses will be held in confidence by the Toronto Science Policy Network (TSPN).
Aggregate and anonymous data may be shared and used by representatives of student
associations and university administrations across Canada, including data subsets where
appropriate. We will ensure that no individual can be identified from these summarized
results. A summary of the survey data will be made available publicly for the benefit of the
graduate student population on the TSPN website.
For more information about the survey, or to access survey results at a later date, please
contact:
The Toronto Science Policy Network
toscipolicynetwork@gmail.com
http://toscipolicynet.ca/
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The first 3 questions allow us to identify unique responses.
This unique code allows us to remove your response in the event that you wish to
withdraw from this survey, or wish to update your response.
The first two letters of your family name (surname). * º
For example: For Jane Smith enter SM.
[short answer text]

First 3 characters of your postal code. * º
For example: For X9Y 2F7 enter X9Y.

[short answer text]
The month of your birth * º
[drop down list of 12 months]

Are you a graduate student at a Canadian institution? * º
This survey is intended for domestic and international graduate students who are attending a Canadian
institution. However, we also encourage Canadian graduate students studying abroad to respond as well.
○
○

Yes
No

○

No, but I am a Canadian graduate
student studying abroad

I consent to the use of my (aggregate and de-identified) responses to help
inform efforts to better support Canadian graduate students. *
Yes → Continues to Demographics Section
No → Ends Survey
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Demographics
Select the option(s) that you identify with: *
Agender
Female
Gender-fluid
Male

Non-binary
Two-Spirit
I prefer not to
answer

Other: [Short
answer text]

Do you identify as a person with a disability? *
Yes
No

I prefer not to
answer

Do you identify as Indigenous; that is First Nations (North American Indian),
Métis, or Inuit? *
All categories were taken as described from Stats Canada.
Yes
No

I prefer not to
answer

Select the options you identify with: *
All categories were taken as described from Stats Canada. Please use the other option to add any that
were missed. Select all that apply.
Arab
Black
Caucasian
Chinese
Filipino

Korean
Japanese
Latin
American

South
Asian
Southeast
Asian
West Asian

I prefer not
to answer
Other:

Are you enrolled in your program on a part-time or full-time basis? *
Full time

Part time
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Institution *
If you do not see your degree type or are pursuing a dual degree, please select "Other" and specify in the
next question.
Acadia University
Alberta University of the Arts
Algoma University
Athabasca University
Atlantic School of Theology
Bishop's University
Booth University College
Brandon University
Brock University
Canadian Mennonite University
Cape Breton University
Capilano University
Carleton University
Concordia University
Crandall University
Dalhousie University
École de technologie supérieure
École nationale d'administration
publique
Emily Carr University of Art and
Design
Fairleigh Dickinson University
Institut national de la recherche
scientifique
Kingswood University
Kwantlen Polytechnic University
Lakehead University
Laurentian University
MacEwan University
McGill University
McMaster University
Memorial University of Newfoundland
Mount Allison University
Mount Royal University
Mount Saint Vincent University
New York Institute of Technology
Niagara University
Nipissing University
Nova Scotia College of Art and Design
University

Ontario College of Art and Design
University
Ontario Tech University
Queen's University at Kingston
Quest University
Redeemer University College
Royal Military College of Canada
Royal Roads University
Ryerson University
Saint Francis Xavier University
Saint Mary's University
Simon Fraser University
St. Stephen's University
St. Thomas University
The King's University
Thompson Rivers University
Trent University
Trinity Western University
Tyndale University College
Université de l'Ontario français
Université de Moncton
Université de Montréal
Université de Sherbrooke
Université du Québec à Chicoutimi
Université du Québec à Montréal
Université du Québec à Rimouski
Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières
Université du Québec en AbitibiTémiscamingue
Université du Québec en Outaouais
Université Laval
Université Sainte-Anne
University Canada West
University College of the North
University of Alberta
University of British Columbia
University of Calgary
University of Fredericton
University of Guelph
University of Lethbridge
University of Manitoba
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University of New Brunswick
University of Northern British
Columbia
University of Ottawa
University of Prince Edward Island
University of Regina
University of Saskatchewan
University of the Fraser Valley
University of Toronto

University of Victoria
University of Waterloo
University of Western Ontario
University of Windsor
University of Winnipeg
Vancouver Island University
Wilfrid Laurier University
York University
Other (specify below)

If your institution was not listed above, please select "Other" and list the name
of your institution.
Please write the full name of your institution, e.g. University of Toronto. Please do not use abbreviations.
[Short answer]

Campus Affiliation º
If your university has multiple campuses, please share your campus affiliation. Fill in NA if this is not
applicable. Please do not use abbreviations.
[Short answer]

Academic Division *
Humanities (e.g. arts, language, culture, religion, philosophy, etc.)
Social Sciences (e.g. economics, politics, law, etc.)
Physical Sciences (e.g. physics, chemistry, engineering, etc.)
Life Sciences (e.g. health, dentistry, genetics, etc.)

Faculty Affiliation * º
e.g. Faculty of Arts and Science, Faculty of Medicine, etc.
[Short answer]

Secondary Faculty Affiliation (If Applicable) º
[Short answer]
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Department Affiliation * º
e.g., if you are in the “History Department” or the “Department of History” please write History. Please do
not use abbreviations.
[Short answer]

Secondary Department Affiliation (If Applicable) º
[Short answer]

Program Type *
Professional Master's
Research Stream Master's (NonProfessional)
Professional Doctoral (e.g., EdD,
PharmD, DBA)

Research Stream Doctoral (NonProfessional)
Professional Law Degree (i.e., J.D.)
Professional Master's of Business
Administration (i.e., M.B.A.)

Degree Type * º
If you do not see your degree type or are pursuing a dual degree, please select "Other" and specify in the
next question.
[Drop down options]
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)

Doctor of Education (EdD)
Doctor of Juridical Science (SJD)
Doctor of Medicine (MD)
Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA)
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM)
Global Professional Master of Laws
(GPLLM)
Juris Doctor (JD)
Master of Accounting and Finance
(MAccFin)
Master of Applied Science (MASc)
Master of Architecture (MArch)
Master of Art (MA)
Master of Biotechnology (MBiotech)
Master of Business Administration
(MBA)
Master of Education (MEd)
Master of Engineering (MEng)

17) Master of Engineering in Cities
Engineering and Management
(MEngCEM)
18) Master of Environmental Science
(MEnvSc)
19) Master of Finance (MF)
20) Master of Forensic Accounting
(MFAcc)
21) Master of Forest Conservation (MFC)
22) Master of Financial Economics (MFE)
23) Masters of Financial Insurance (MFI)
24) Master of Financial Risk Management
(MFRM)
25) Master of Global Affairs (MGA)
26) Master of Health Science (MHSc)
27) Master of Health Informatics (MHI)
28) Master of Industrial Relations and
Human Resources (MIRHR)
29) Master of Information (MI)
30) Master of Landscape Architecture
(MLA)
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31) Master of Laws (LLM)
32) Master of Management Analytics
(MMA)
33) Master of Management of Innovation
(MMI)
34) Master of Management and
Professional Accounting Program
(MMPA)
35) Master of Museum Studies (MMSt)
36) Master of Music (MMus)
37) Master of Nursing (MN)
38) Master of Public Health (MPH)
39) Master of Public Policy (MPP)
40) Master of Professional Kinesiology
(MPK)
41) Master of Science (MSc)
42) Master of Science in Applied
Computing (MScAC)
43) Master of Science in Biomedical
Communications (MScBMC)

44) Master of Science in Community
Health (MScCH)
45) Master of Science in Forestry (MScF)
46) Master of Studies in Law (MSL)
47) Master of Science in Occupational
Therapy (MScOT)
48) Master of Science in Pharmacy
(MScPhm)
49) Master of Science in Physical Therapy
(MScPT)
50) Master of Science in Planning (MScPl)
51) Master of Social Work (MSW)
52) Master of Science in Sustainability
Management (MScSM)
53) Master of Teaching (MT)
54) Master of Urban Design (MUD)
55) Master of Urban Innovation (MUI)
56) Master of Veterinary Science (MVSc)
57) Master of Visual Studies (MVS)
58) Other (please specify below)

If you selected “Other” or are pursuing a dual degree, please specify below.
[Short answer text]

Year of Study *
○

1

○

2

○

3

○

4

○

5

○
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Expected year of completion before COVID-19 * º
Please enter four numerical digits for the year. e.g. 2020
[Short answer text]

Expected year of completion after COVID-19 * º
Please enter four numerical digits for the year. e.g. 2020
[Short answer text]

Student Status *
International Student → Continues to International Student Section
Domestic Student (Canadian citizen, Permanent Resident) → Skip to Working Remotely
Section
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International Students
There is no expected psychological risk associated with this survey, however, some of these topics and
questions may be upsetting. For mental health supports, please head to http://tiny.cc/COVIDsupports

Has COVID-19 impacted your ability to travel home or return to Canada? *
I am still planning on returning home but I have concerns about my ability to return to
Canada
I was planning on returning home and feel I am no longer be able to
I was abroad while travel restrictions were put in place, but was able to return
I was abroad while travel restrictions were put in place, but am unable to return
I was not planning on returning home

Have any of the following concerns impacted your plans to travel home? *
Select all that apply.
Availability of flights & airlines
Canadian travel restrictions
Finances
Flexibility of my program, institution or supervisor
Health care coverage/availability in my home country
Home country travel entry restrictions
Home country travel exit restrictions
Need or difficulty in renewing or extending visa/study permit for Canada
Taking care of loved ones abroad
Time required for self-isolation or quarantine after arrival
Returning in time to start work/school
I was not planning on travelling
Other: [short answer text]

Has your institution provided sufficient guidance or assistance with respect to
your ability to travel home/return to school in the Fall? *
Not Satisfied

1

2

3

4

5

Very Satisfied

In light of COVID-19, has your institution provided any assistance with housing?
*
Yes
No
I don't know
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How satisfied are you with your institution’s assistance with housing, given the
possibility that you may not be able to return to school if you leave the
country? *
Not Satisfied

1

2

3

4

5

Very Satisfied

In light of the current circumstances, are you worried about completing your
degree requirements before the expiration of your visa? *
E.g. Due to a need to extend time to completion or working from home
Yes
No

Has your institution provided any additional information about extending your
study permit? *
Yes
No

Please feel free to share any additional comments you have regarding the
impact of COVID-19 on your experiences as an international student.
Please note that there are still sections to complete (working from home, health and wellness, funding,
research, courses, teaching, and future outlook). You're welcome to save comments on these topics for
the relevant sections.
[Long answer text]

→ Continues to Working Remotely Section
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Working Remotely
There is no expected psychological risk associated with this survey, however, some of these topics and
questions may be upsetting. For mental health supports, please head to http://tiny.cc/COVIDsupports

Did you receive official guidelines or instructions to start working remotely? *
Select all that apply.
Yes (from my department)
Yes (from my supervisor)
Yes (from my faculty)
Yes (from my institution)
No

When did you start working remotely? º
[Date]

Do you have all the basic resources you need to work remotely? *
Reliable internet connection
Laptop and/or computer
Safe and quiet work space (for calls, etc.)
Library resources
Accessibility resources

Yes
○
○
○
○
○

No
○
○
○
○
○

NA
○
○
○
○
○

Do you have access to the following tools and software to work remotely? * º
Select all that apply.
Online conferencing software (e.g. Zoom, Skype, Microsoft Teams, etc.)
Reference management software
Specialized software (e.g. graphic design software, scientific analysis software,
music/video/photo editing software, etc.)
Specialized equipment and/or instruments
Specialized computational platforms or hardware (e.g. high-performance
computing, towers)
Productivity software (e.g. Microsoft Office, Apple iWork, Google Suite)
Access to journal articles, books and microfiches

Yes
□
□
□

No
□
□
□

NA
□
□
□

□
□

□
□

□
□

□
□

□
□

□
□
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How satisfied are you with the COVID-19 related updates and information
provided by your institution, department, faculty, or supervisor regarding the
following: *

University/Building
Status
Working from Home
Financial Support
and/or Funding
Completing Degree
Requirements
Teaching Support
Conducting Research
Mental Health
Supports

Not at all
satisfied
○

Slightly
unsatisfied
○

Neutral

Satisfied

○

○

Extremely
satisfied
○

NA
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○
○
○

○
○
○

○
○
○

○
○
○

○
○
○

○
○
○

Has your supervisor or department discussed their expectations with you, in
light of COVID-19? *
Yes, my supervisor or department have set clear expectations
Yes, my supervisor or department have reached out, but expectations are unclear
No, I have not heard from my supervisor or department about this

Do you feel the remote work expectations for your degree are high or low,
compared to pre-COVID-19 expectations? *
Here, 3 = no change in work expectations.
Too low

1

2

3

4

5

Too high
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Has COVID-19 impacted your ability to complete the following degree
requirements:*
Courses
Research
Practicums or Internships
Seminars
Supervisory Meetings
Committee Meetings
PhD Transfer/Qualification Exams
Thesis Defences
PhD Candidacy Exams
Recitals or Portfolios
Other

Yes
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○

No
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○

NA
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○

If you selected “Other” in the question above, please specify here:
[Short answer text]

How has COVID-19 impacted your involvement with extracurricular and
professional development programs? º

Student-organized seminars or
conference
Campus events (as part of
student union or group)
Off-campus events (e.g. science
fairs, youth outreach,
volunteering, etc.)
Professional training programs
or courses
Other

Assisted with
organizing,
cancelled
□

Assisted with
organizing,
moved online
□

Participating
only,
cancelled
□

Participating
only, moved
online
□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

If you selected “Other” in the question above, please specify here: º
[Short answer text]

If you were involved in any of the above programs, how strongly do you feel
that these changes will impact your prospects after graduation? º
Not at all

1

2

3

4

5

Very Impactful
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Please feel free to share any additional comments you have regarding your
work from home experience.
Please note that there are still sections to complete (health and wellness, funding, research, courses,
teaching, and future outlook). You're welcome to save comments on these topics for the relevant sections.
[Long answer text]

→ Continues to Health & Wellness Section
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Health and Wellness
COVID-19 has impacted all aspects of our lives, especially our mental health. While we deeply appreciate
any responses you can share, please feel free to skip this section if you are not comfortable with
providing answers. All questions in this section are optional.
Please be sure to refer to your university’s health services and/or local physician if you are in need for
medical assistance. For COVID-19 self-assessment, refer to the Government of Canada’s Canada COVID19 Support App (https://ca.thrive.health/). For mental health supports, please head to
http://tiny.cc/COVIDsupports.

Has your living situation changed due to COVID-19?
Living on campus
Found new apartment
Stayed in current home
Moved in with family/friends
Returned home (Canada)
Returned home (abroad)
Other: [short answer text]

Do you require any additional housing support (e.g. summer housing), due to
COVID-19?
This can be due to changes in your summer plans such as remaining in Canada, change of summer
research travel plans, etc.
Yes
No

Has your institution updated their policies regarding excused absences due to
illness? º
This can be from classes, examinations, teaching responsibilities, and/or research. Select all that apply.
Absence from class no longer requires a medical note
Absence from an exam no longer requires a medical note
Absence from research no longer requires a medical note
Absence from teaching responsibilities no longer requires a medical note
No changes were made
Uncertain
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Have you previously considered or are you currently considering taking a longterm leave of absence from your degree?
A leave of absence is considered a semester or longer
Yes
No

Prior to COVID-19
□
□

Currently
□
□

Please specify the reason(s) you were considering taking a leave of absence
prior to COVID-19 (if applicable):
Challenges with mental health
Challenges with personal finance
Needing to assist family financially
Taking care of a loved one who is ill
Taking care of dependents and home-schooling
Other: [short answer text]

Please specify the reason(s) you are currently considering taking a leave of
absence (if applicable):
Challenges with mental health
Challenges with personal finance
Inability to work/complete degree requirements from home
Needing to assist family financially
Taking care of a loved one who is ill
Taking care of dependents and home-schooling
Other: [short answer text]

What kind of medical coverage do you have? º
Select all that apply.
In-Province Health Plan
Out-of-Province Provincial Health Plan
Student Union/Association Health Plan
TA Union/Association Health Plan
International Student Health Plan
Private Health Plan
No Health Plan

How satisfied are you with your current medical coverage? º
Not at all satisfied 1 2 3 4 5 Extremely satisfied
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Has your access to primary care services provided by your institution, on
campus, changed due to COVID-19? º
Primary care services include checkups, referrals to specialists, birth control, etc. Select all that apply.
Yes, appointments are now provided via virtual care
Yes, the clinic has been closed but alternative arrangements have been made
Yes, the clinic has been closed and no other care options provided
No, the clinic remains open
No, I do not rely on primary care services at my institution
Uncertain

Has your access to mental health support services provided by your institution,
on campus, or otherwise changed due to COVID-19? º
Select all that apply.
Yes, appointments are now provided via virtual care
Yes, the clinic has been closed but alternative arrangements have been made
Yes, the clinic has been closed and no other care options provided
No, the clinic remains open
No, I do not rely on mental health support services at my institution
Uncertain

Rate your access to primary care and mental health support services provided
by your institution, on campus, prior to COVID-19.

Primary care, prior to
COVID-19
Primary care, currently
Mental health support,
prior to COVID-19
Mental health support
services, currently

Not at all
satisfied
○

Slightly
unsatisfied
○

Neutral

Satisfied

○

○

Extremely
satisfied
○

NA
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○

○

○

○

○

○
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Have you previously experienced or are you currently experiencing any of the
following:
Select all that apply.
Anxiety of any kind
Feelings of depression
Feelings of loneliness
Feelings of being overwhelmed
Feelings of helplessness

Prior to COVID-19
□
□
□
□
□

Currently
□
□
□
□
□

How has your mental health been affected due to COVID-19?
Select all that apply.

Anxiety of any kind
Feelings of
depression
Feelings of
loneliness
Feelings of being
overwhelmed
Feelings of
helplessness

Decreased
significantly
□
□

Decreased

Increased

□
□

Stayed
the same
□
□

NA

□
□

Increased
significantly
□
□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□

□
□

Have you experienced any other mental health challenges that you wish to
share with us?
[Long answer text]

20

Have you felt unreasonable pressure to perform/be productive as a graduate
student from the following: º
Select all that apply.
Prior to COVID-19
□
□
□
□

Your university
Your department
Your supervisor
Expectations are entirely reasonable

Currently
□
□
□
□

If you have experienced changes in your mental health during this period, how
much have they affected your ability to participate in classes, examinations,
teaching, and/or research responsibilities? º
Decreased Significantly

1

2

3

4

5

Increased Significantly

Have any additional resources been provided by your institution to help
students with their mental health due to COVID-19?
Yes, and these resources have been sufficient
Yes, but these resources have not been sufficient
No
Uncertain

Please feel free to share any additional comments you have regarding the
impact of COVID-19 on health and wellness.
Please note that there are still sections to complete (funding, research, courses, teaching, and future
outlook). You're welcome to save comments on these topics for the relevant sections.
[Long answer text]

Please be sure to refer to your university’s health services and/or local physician if
you are in need for medical assistance.
For COVID-19 self-assessment, refer to the Government of Canada’s Canada COVID-19 Support App
(https://ca.thrive.health/).
For mental health supports, head to https://www.crisisservicescanada.ca/en/looking-for-local-resourcessupport/.
→ Continue to Program Type Section
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Program Type
This is the halfway point - thanks for sticking with us so far!

Please identify which type of program you belong to: *
Professional graduate program → Skip to Funding [Professional-Stream Program] Section
Research-stream program (thesis-based program) → Continue to Research Section
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Research
For mental health supports, please head to http://tiny.cc/COVIDsupports

Does your research depend on your capacity to work on campus, in a lab,
library, or studio? *
Yes
Partially
No

Please estimate the proportion of research completed at this point for your
degree. * º
Early Stages

1

2

3

4

5

Complete

What type of tasks are you currently working on while at home? *
Select all that apply.
Attending online seminars
Coursework
Data collection
Data analysis
Defense preparation
Grant writing

Writing a literature review
Reading journal articles, books, etc.
Manuscript writing
Thesis writing
Other: [short answer text]

How frequently do you meet with your supervisor or group? *
Weekly
With your supervisor, before
COVID-19
With your supervisor, after
COVID-19
With your group, before COVID19
With you group, after COVID-19

Monthly

○

Biweekly
○

Rarely

NA

○

Every few
months
○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

How satisfied are you with the frequency of these meetings? *
Not very satisfied

1

2

3

4

5

Very Satisfied
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Have you had to cancel any plans to study or conduct research abroad in the
upcoming months? *
Yes
I haven’t made a decision yet
Not applicable

If you were attending a local or international academic conference, what is its
current status? *
Select all that apply
The conference has been cancelled
The conference is still going on in-person but I will not attend
The conference is still going on virtually but I will not attend
The conference is now happening virtually and I will attend
The conference has now been postponed to a later date
Not applicable

If you were involved in any of the above, how strongly do you feel that these
changes will impact your time to completion?
Not at all

1

2

3

4

5

Very Impactful

If you were involved in any of the above, how strongly do you feel that these
changes will impact your prospects after graduation?
Not at all

1

2

3

4

5

Very Impactful

Are you planning to defend your thesis in the upcoming months? * º
My defence has been postponed
My defence will be online
Not Applicable

Please feel free to share any additional comments you have regarding the
impact of COVID-19 on research.
Please note that there are still sections to complete (funding, courses, teaching, and future outlook).
You're welcome to save comments on these topics for the relevant sections.
[Long answer text]
→ Continue to Funding [Research-Stream Program] Section
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Funding [Research-Stream Program]
You're more than halfway through the survey - thank you! By completing this questionnaire, you will
directly contribute to a better understanding of the challenges that Canadian graduate students are
currently facing due to COVID-19.
For mental health supports, please head to http://tiny.cc/COVIDsupports

Prior to COVID-19, how concerned were you about the following: *

Stipend and Grant Income
Employment Income (Teaching)
Employment Income (Research
Assistant)
Employment Income (Excluding
Teaching or Research
Assistantships)
Rent and Utility Payments
Tuition Fees
Medical/Pharmacy Bills
Credit Card and/or Loan
Repayments
Grocery Bills
Childcare & Children's Education

Not
Concerned
○
○
○

Somewhat
Concerned
○
○
○

Concerned

NA

○
○
○

Very
Concerned
○
○
○

○

○

○

○

○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

NA

○
○
○

Currently, how concerned are you about the following: *

Stipend and Grant Income
Employment Income (Teaching)
Employment Income (Research
Assistant)
Employment Income (Excluding
Teaching or Research
Assistantships)
Rent and Utility Payments
Tuition Fees
Medical/Pharmacy Bills
Credit Card and/or Loan
Repayments
Grocery Bills
Childcare & Children's Education

Not
Concerned
○
○
○

Somewhat
Concerned
○
○
○

Concerned
○
○
○

Very
Concerned
○
○
○

○

○

○

○

○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○
○
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Do you currently receive funding from any of the following sources? * º
Select all that apply.
Research assistantships
Course instruction, teaching assistantships, and invigilation
Major fellowships and scholarships (NSERC, CIHR, SSRC, Vanier, provincial awards, etc.)
Off-campus work
On-campus work
Other:

If you are currently pursuing off-campus work apart from your graduate
studies, please specify your situation: º
Select all that apply.
I had a full-time job, prior to COVID-19
I had a part-time job, prior to COVID-19
I have an ongoing full-time job
I have an ongoing part-time job
I am considered an essential worker
I am eligible for and applying to the Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB)
My job is being supported by the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS)

Have you applied for or are you receiving any of the COVID-19-related grants
or subsidies for students from your provincial or federal government? * º
Yes

No

If yes, please specify below:
[Long answer text]

Do you receive a stipend as part of your program? *
Yes, the funding is guaranteed but it may need to be extended
Yes, the funding is guaranteed until the completion of my degree
Yes, but the funding is not guaranteed
No, I don’t receive a stipend
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Are you concerned about the continuation of this funding? *
E.g. worried about funding not being guaranteed through an extended time to completion
I had concerns, but they have been managed by my department/faculty
I had concerns, but they have been managed by my supervisor
I had concerns, but they have been managed by both my department/faculty and my
supervisor
I have concerns and communication from my department/faculty and/or my supervisor has
been insufficient
I have concerns and have not been contacted by anyone
I do not have concerns

Are you concerned about being able to complete your teaching requirements
due to COVID-19? * º
I had concerns, but they have been managed by my department/faculty
I had concerns, but they have been managed by my supervisor
I had concerns, but they have been managed by both my department/faculty and my
supervisor
I have concerns and communication from my department/faculty and/or my supervisor has
been insufficient
I have concerns and have not been contacted by anyone
I do not have teaching requirements

Has your institution, department or unions made you aware of any emergency
grants for graduate students? *
These grants may be in place for graduate students prior to COVID-19 or have been implemented in the
past few months as a result of COVID-19.
Yes, I have informed of emergency grants that I can apply for
No, I have not been informed, but I am aware of these grants
No, I have not been informed or they are not available at my institution

Please feel free to share any additional comments you have regarding the
impact of COVID-19 on funding.
Please note that there are still sections to complete (courses, teaching, and future outlook). You're
welcome to save comments on these topics for the relevant sections.
[Long answer text]
→ Skip to Course Requirements Section
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Funding [Professional-Stream Program]
You're more than halfway through the survey - thank you! By completing this questionnaire, you will
directly contribute to a better understanding of the challenges that Canadian graduate students are
currently facing due to COVID-19.
For mental health supports, please head to http://tiny.cc/COVIDsupports

Prior to COVID-19, how concerned were you about the following: *

Stipend and Grant Income
Employment Income (Teaching)
Employment Income (Research
Assistant)
Employment Income (Excluding
Teaching or Research
Assistantships)
Rent and Utility Payments
Tuition Fees
Medical/Pharmacy Bills
Credit Card and/or Loan
Repayments
Grocery Bills
Childcare & Children's Education

Not
Concerned
○
○
○

Somewhat
Concerned
○
○
○

Concerned

NA

○
○
○

Very
Concerned
○
○
○

○

○

○

○

○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

NA

○
○
○

Currently, how concerned are you about the following: *

Stipend and Grant Income
Employment Income (Teaching)
Employment Income (Research
Assistant)
Employment Income (Excluding
Teaching or Research
Assistantships)
Rent and Utility Payments
Tuition Fees
Medical/Pharmacy Bills
Credit Card and/or Loan
Repayments
Grocery Bills
Childcare & Children's Education

Not
Concerned
○
○
○

Somewhat
Concerned
○
○
○

Concerned
○
○
○

Very
Concerned
○
○
○

○

○

○

○

○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○
○
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Do you currently receive funding from any of the following sources? * º
Select all that apply.
Research assistantships
Course instruction, teaching assistantships, and invigilation
Minor fellowships and scholarships
Major fellowships and scholarships (NSERC, CIHR, SSRC, Vanier, provincial awards, etc.)
Off-campus work
On-campus work
Other: [short answer text]

If you are currently pursuing off-campus work apart from your graduate
studies, please specify your situation: º
Select all that apply.
I had a full-time job, prior to COVID-19
I had a part-time job, prior to COVID-19
I have an ongoing full-time job
I have an ongoing part-time job
I am considered an essential worker
I am eligible for and applying to the Canada Emergency Response Benefit (CERB)
My job is being supported by the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS)

Have you applied for or are you receiving any of the COVID-19-related grants or
subsidies for students from your provincial or federal government? * º
Yes

No

If yes, please specify below.
[Long answer text]

Has anyone reached out to you about your time to completion and/or any
associated costs? *
o
o
o

Yes, I was contacted about my time to completion
Yes, I was contacted about associated costs of extending my time to completion
No
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Were you required to complete a summer practicum, internship, or work term
in Summer 2020 and/or Fall 2020 as part of your degree requirements? *
o
o
o
o
o

Yes, and I am not sure if it will continue
Yes, and it has been cancelled
Yes, and it has been postponed
Yes, and it will continue
No

If your placement has been cancelled, have alternate arrangements been
made?
My department has altered degree requirements
I am expected to find an alternative placement
No
Other: [short answer text]

Has your institution, department or unions made you aware of any emergency
grants for graduate students? *
These grants may be in place for graduate students prior to COVID-19 or have been implemented in the
past few months as a result of COVID-19.
Yes, I have informed of emergency grants that I can apply for
No, I have not been informed, but I am aware of these grants
No, I have not been informed or they are not available at my institution

Please feel free to share any additional comments you have regarding the
impact of COVID-19 on your finances.
Please note that there are still sections to complete (courses, teaching, and future outlook).
You're welcome to save comments on these topics for the relevant sections.
[Long answer text]
→ Continue to Course Requirements Section
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Course Requirements
Are you currently enrolled in or were you planning on taking any courses
between January and August 2020? *
Yes → Continue to Courses Section
No → Skip to Teaching Requirements Section
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Courses
For mental health supports, please head to http://tiny.cc/COVIDsupports

Are you enrolled in courses for Winter 2020? *
January 2020 to April/May 2020
Yes
No

If you were taking a Winter 2020 course, when did it move online? º
[Date]

Are you enrolled in or were you intending to enroll in courses for Summer
2020? *
April/May 2020 to August 2020
Yes
No

What is the current format of your lectures? *
Select all that apply
Live video conference with professor at the original scheduled lecture time, with recordings
provided
Live video conference with professor at the original scheduled lecture time, with no
recordings provided
Previous course recordings uploaded
My courses do not include lectures

Did your course have a practical or field component that was cancelled due to
COVID-19? *
E.g., Labs, practice sessions, etc.
Yes
No
Unsure as of yet (for Summer 2020 only)
My courses do not have a practical or field component
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What was the format of your exams, prior to COVID-19? *
Select all that apply.
Open-book, in-person exams
Closed-book, in-person exams
Traditional take-home exams
My courses do not have exams

What is the current format of your exams? *
Select all that apply
Open-book exams
Closed-book, monitored exams
Traditional take-home exams
My courses do not have exams

Has your institution implemented any of the following changes? *
Deadline to remove course from transcript extended
Deadline to withdraw from a course extended (course remains on transcript)
Deadline to opt-in to pass-fail grading scheme extended
All courses changed to pass-fail grading universally
Option to retake exams or resubmit assignments

Prior to COVID-19, how satisfied were you with the quality of the following: *

Lectures
Access to and
communication with
course instructor
Access and
communication with
teaching assistants
Flexibility regarding
assignments
Practical or lab component
Course grading options

Not at all
satisfied
○
○

Slightly
unsatisfied
○
○

Neutral

Satisfied

○
○

○
○

Extremely
satisfied
○
○

NA
○
○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○

○
○
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Currently, how satisfied were you with the quality of the following: *

Lectures
Access to and
communication with
course instructor
Access and
communication with
teaching assistants
Flexibility regarding
assignments
Practical or lab component
Flexibility regarding exams
Exam format
Course grading options

Not at all
satisfied
○
○

Slightly
unsatisfied
○
○

Neutral

Satisfied

NA

○
○

Extremely
satisfied
○
○

○
○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○

Have you been offered an extension to complete degree requirements? * º
Yes, but I must pay fees
Yes, and my fees will be waived

No, I haven’t heard anything yet
No

Please feel free to share any additional comments you have regarding the
impact of COVID-19 on your course requirements.
Please note that there are still sections to complete (teaching, and future outlook). You're welcome to save
comments on these topics for the relevant sections.
[Long answer text]

→ Continue to Teaching Requirements Section
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Teaching Requirements
This is the penultimate section - thank you for sticking with us this far! By completing this questionnaire,
you will directly contribute to a better understanding of the challenges that Canadian graduate students
are currently facing due to COVID-19.

Are you currently a course instructor (CI) or teaching assistant (TA), or will you
be a CI or TA in the summer semester? *
If the course you were supposed to TA during the summer was cancelled, please select Yes.
Yes → Continue to Teaching Section
No → Continue to Future Outlook Section
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Teaching
For mental health supports, please head to http://tiny.cc/COVIDsupports

What teaching roles do you currently hold? *
Course Instructor (CI)
Teaching Assistant (TA)

Please select the option that best describes you. *
Select all that apply
I am currently a CI/TA for the 2020 Winter semester
I will be a CI/TA during the 2020 Summer semester

Has the move to remote teaching impacted the availability of CI and/or TA
positions? *
e.g. No lab-based courses are being offered in some institutions
Yes
No

Have you received support from your CI or department regarding the transition
to online teaching? *
Yes
No
NA - my CI/TA role was already remote

Have you received additional funding to compensate you for any additional
time/effort in transitioning to online teaching? *
Yes
No
NA - my CI/TA role was already remote
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Prior to COVID-19, how satisfied were you with the quality of the following: *

Access to and communication
with course instructor
Access and communication with
other teaching assistants
Flexibility with marking
deadlines
Access and communication with
students
Current access and
communication with students
Teaching support from your
department
Teaching support from your
course instructor

Not at all
satisfied
○

Slightly
unsatisfied
○

Neutral

Satisfied

NA

○

Extremely
satisfied
○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

NA

○

Currently, how satisfied were you with the quality of the following: *

Access to and communication
with course instructor
Current access to and
communication with course
instructor
Access and communication with
other teaching assistants
Current access and
communication with other
teaching assistants
Flexibility with marking
deadlines
Access and communication with
students
Current access and
communication with students
Teaching support from your
department

Not at all
satisfied
○

Slightly
unsatisfied
○

Neutral

Satisfied

○

○

Extremely
satisfied
○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○

○
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Please feel free to share any additional comments you have regarding the
impact of COVID-19 on your teaching requirements.
Please note that there are still sections to complete (teaching, and future outlook). You're welcome to save
comments on these topics for the relevant sections.
[Long answer text]

→ Continue to Future Outlook Section
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Future Outlook
Has your timeline to degree completion changed in light of COVID-19? *
Yes
No
Uncertain

Are you concerned about your ability to complete your degree due to COVID19? *
Yes
No
Uncertain

Prior to COVID-19, how concerned were you about the following: * º

Wellbeing of Family and/or
Loved Ones
Finances
Health
Degree Completion
Career Prospects

Not
Concerned
○

Somewhat
Concerned
○

Concerned

NA

○

Very
Concerned
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○
○
○
○

○

Currently, how concerned are you with the following: * º

Wellbeing of Family and/or
Loved Ones
Finances
Health
Degree Completion
Career Prospects

Not
Concerned
○
○
○
○
○

Somewhat
Concerned
○
○
○
○
○

Concerned
○
○
○
○
○

Very
Concerned
○
○
○
○
○

NA
○
○
○
○
○
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Are you planning on graduating before the end of August 2020? *
Yes
I was planning on graduating, but now I am unsure if I will
I was planning on graduating, but I am now unable to
No

What are your plans for Summer 2020? *
Select all that apply.
Continuing or returning to full-time studies
Accepted a full-time job offer, which will be honoured
Accepted a full-time job offer, but the offer was retracted
Accepted a part-time job offer, which will be honoured
Accepted a part-time job offer, but the offer was retracted
Still seeking a full-time job
Still seeking a part-time job
Not sure yet
Other:

What are your plans for September 2020? *
Select all that apply.
Continuing or returning to full-time studies
Deferring full-time studies due to financial concerns
Deferring part-time studies due to financial concerns
Accepted a full-time job offer, which will be honoured
Accepted a full-time job offer, but the offer was retracted
Accepted a part-time job offer, which will be honoured
Accepted a part-time job offer, but the offer was retracted
Still seeking a full-time job
Still seeking a part-time job
Not sure yet
Other: [Short answer text]

Has anyone reached out to you regarding the re-opening of your institution,
program or lab space? * º
This can be in reference to the date of re-opening, procedures, timelines, etc. We understand that this will
greatly depend on the situation of the province your institution is located in. Select all that apply.
Yes, they are reopening
Yes, they are considering reopening
soon

Yes, they are planning ahead
No
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If you have any additional concerns regarding your future outlook in light of
COVID-19, please feel free to share them below.
[Long answer text]

Do you have any final comments that you wish to share with us?
Please feel free to expand on any earlier answers you have mentioned in the Working Remotely, Courses,
Research, Funding, Financial, Teaching or Future Outlook sections.
[Long answer text]
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